Public Advice International Foundation

The PA International Foundation initiated in 2006 a social and environmental programme focussed at raising the awareness of issues connecting sustainable production, quality and health security for consumers and patients around the globe. This initiative followed an earlier project that eventually led to the establishment of the European Platform for Patients Organisations, Science and Industry (EPPOSI). An initial focus has been placed on medicinal, food and health products including ingredients. The initiative has included a series of public advice actions including an EU based public opinion poll, a global elite opinion poll amongst key stakeholders and a number of formal and informal roundtable discussions.

Whilst many issues from contamination to counterfeiting and quality to security have been highlighted, the next phase of the project is to focus at the need to develop sustainable production techniques globally. These are necessary in order to ensure that the security of both the citizen and environment are ensured whilst at the same time quality and reliability of products and goods is enhanced.

In February/March 2007 during the German Presidency of the EU meetings and events took place in Berlin to discuss with key law-makers and other interested parties including Bundestag Health Committee Chairperson Dr. Martina Bunge, a number of contamination and counterfeiting issues. These issues were of direct importance to the health security of the European citizen as well as damaging the confidence of the consumer in the global trading system.

In June 2007 a major conference took place in Brussels including European and international decision makers and regulators. The meeting highlighted action that was taking place at national levels including in emerging economies such China with the presentation of the SFDA/ADB/WHO etc report entitled Consultant’s Report on a Regulatory and Strategic Framework for Food Safety in the People’s Republic of China’ by WHO Rapporteur Dr. Roger Skinner. Dr. Werner Christie, former Norwegian Health Minister, proposed international cooperation to help resolve substantial manufacturing problems. The event hosted by the Chairman of the PA International, former Belgian Agriculture and European Affairs Minister Baron Paul De Keersmaeker, concluded that it was necessary for developed countries to assist those emerging countries to address quality and sustainable production issues such as water, air and soil management as well as social aspects. Ultimately such a coordinated and inclusive action would bring real tangible benefits to consumers, patients and societies around the globe.

PA International is proud to announce that following the success of its actions to date the United Nations University, based in Tokyo, and The Tokyo Foundation agreed to co-host with PA International a major roundtable discussion on 1 March 2008 in Tokyo. The conference entitled “Food Safety: International Trade, Sustainable Production, Social Development” has drawn interest from policy makers and other stakeholders from around the globe, including the EU, US, Japan and China. 
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